English Speaking & Listening
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English is the primary language of international medical communication, and dentists need good English
speaking and listening skills in order to function effectively in any environment where they encounter
English—-speaking patients and English—speaking dental professionals, whether inside or outside Japan.
English Speaking and Listening (ESL) is a course focused on developing these communication skills through
active engagement with Internet—-based materials relating to a wide range of topics in health and dentistry.
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Through listening tasks, discussion tasks, vocabulary-building activities, and the preparation and delivery
of short English speeches, students will become capable of communicating effectively in professional
contexts with English speakers, both native and nonnative, both abroad and in Japan.
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At the end of the course students will be able to:

. apply appropriate strategies to improve listening and speaking.

. use a wide range of vocabulary related to health and dental topics.

. express opinions on a range of health and dental topics.

. deliver short presentations to an audience without reading from a script.
. work together to discuss questions in pairs and groups.

. focus more on meaning/content, and less on structure/ form.

. hold a simple conversation with an English-speaking patient.
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1. 50% exam

2. 30% oral assessment
3. 20% performance in class
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A minimum of 30 minutes study outside class will be necessary each week. Instructions will be given at
the end of each lesson. Assigned tasks should be completed as instructed. Following absence due to
illness or other reasons, it is the student’s responsibility to find out what homework has been assigned,
and to complete it as required. “I was absent last week”™ will not be accepted as a reason for not
completing assigned tasks.
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